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1.0 Introduction
In Autumn 2017 A&RMÉ were asked to develop a
Strategic Plan for St Giles’, Cripplegate to inform
how the use of their building may evolve over the
next 10-15 years.
Our work has been guided by the document
‘Brief for a Strategic Plan version 4.4’ which has
been endorsed by the Parochial Church Council
(hearafter P.C.C.) in July 2017. We have also liaised
regularly with the ‘Task and Finish’ Group which is
formed of representatives from the P.C.C..
In particular, workshops were held in October
2017 and January 2018 to discuss the feasibility of
various initiatives.
Final consultation with the P.C.C. was
undertaken in July 2018 and the Conclusions and
recommendations contained within version 4 of
this document reflect these discussions.

The objectives of the Strategic Plan can be
summarised as follows:
• To formulate a 10 year forward plan for the
Church, including a phased programme for
delivery to guide fundraising endeavours;
• To review the functional areas of the church
and its ancillary accommodation, and propose
changes which help the P.C.C. enhance the good
things it is already doing in terms of liturgy,
music, hospitality and welcome. Investigate the
long-term resolution of existing conflicts caused
by the dual use of certain spaces;
• In connection with the wider use of the church
for events such as concerts, performance and
filming which generate an income stream for
the P.C.C., consider areas of improvement
which would make it a more desirable venue,
such as upgrade of the electrical installation to
improve capacity and flexibility, better amenities,
redecoration of the aisle walls, and best practice
guidelines in respect to the Equality Act 2010;
• To explore the potential to build additional
storage to help remove some of the clutter
within the nave aisles and space under the
tower;
• To consider how the entrances of the church
may respond to future, wider masterplanning
strategies for the Museum of London Site and
Barbican Estate, which may introduce a new flow
of potential visitors from the south-west within
the next 10 years.
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Figure 1. West front of St Giles’ Cripplegate, 1964.

2.0 Outline Description of the Church
St Giles’, Cripplegate is situated within the Barbican
Estate, London and is listed Grade I (in 1950 prior to
its reconstruction). This designation means it is one
of the 2.5% most significant buildings in England.
Whilst evidence of the medieval church still
survives, its character is predominantly of the late
Perpendicular style, derived from its rebuilding
in 1550, following the fire of 1545, at which time
the general form with open Nave, elegant arcades,
clerestories, two aisles of equal length to the Nave
and short projecting Sanctuary was determined. In
the late 17th century theTower was raised in brick
by John Bridges.

For a busy City church which is well used for a wide
range of events, there is a lack of sympathetically
designed storage. There is also only limited ancillary
space attached to the church: and most of these
spaces have a dual-function through necessity,
which creates some conflicts.
In additional to service times, St Giles’, Cripplegate
is open to the public for visits or private prayer
11.00am - 4pm Monday to Friday.

Figure 2. North Elevation of St Giles’ viewed from the Barbican.

Restorations followed in the 18th and 19th
centuries and included re-casing of the Nave
and aisles together with new window tracery
throughout.
The church was damaged during the Second World
War such that all that remained was the shell: the
arcade in the Chancel, the exterior walls and the
Tower(Fig. 4). Architect Godfrey Allen, who was
Surveyor to the Fabric of St Paul’s Cathedral for
many years, supervised the post-war reconstruction
of St Giles’ in 1960, using the restoration plans from
1545 that were found in Lambeth Palace, to make
the Church as much as possible like the original.
The exterior fabric of the church is in reasonably
good condition following recent repair and
conservation projects, but improvements to the
appearance of the interior and upgrade of services
are considered important and overdue.

Figure 3. East Elevation of St Giles’, Cripplegate.
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2.1 Outline Statement of Significance for St Giles’

The List Entry Description for St Giles’ reads:

Perpendicular Gothic style in 1394, during the reign
of Richard II. The stone tower was added in 1682.
The church was damaged by fire on three occasions
– in 1545, 1897 and 1940 with the last in the Blitz
which reduced the building to the ruin seen in the
photograph on the right.

‘ Mid C16 incorporating earlier tower etc. Refaced C19,
in squared rubble with Portland stone dressings, except
for upper stage of tower which is of red brick with timber
cupola and dates from 1683-4. Roof renewed after fire in
World War II which destroyed fittings except for few wall
monuments. Aisled nave with short chancel. West gallery
under construction at time of survey to take organ from
St Luke’s Church, Old Street. C19 south-east vestry in
character with church’.

St Giles’ also has special interest as one of the
few mediæval buildings which escaped the Great
Fire of 1666 and, even more so, it survived the
destructions of World War II which were equally
devastating for this area of London. In the
immediate vicinity, it is now, together with the
Roman remnants, the sole representative of the
pre-war era.

St Giles’ Cripplegate is one of the few remaining
medieval churches in the City of London and,
after surviving devastating bombing during the
Blitz, it sits at the heart of the modern Barbican
development. It is thought that there has been a
church on the same site for one thousand years.

In the post-war redevelopment of the area
surrounding St Giles’, architects Chamberlin, Powell
& Bon intended St Giles’ to be the focal point of the
principal view across the central water feature from
the Barbican Arts Centre. This visual connection
is reinforced by creative endeavours and musical
tradition of each, but the buildings themselves
present an architectural contrast of the historic and
the modern.

The official title of the benefice is “St Giles
Cripplegate with St Bartholomew, Moor Lane, St
Alphage, London Wall and St Luke, Old Street with
St Mary Charterhouse and St Paul, Clerkenwell.”

During the Middle Ages, the church was dedicated
to St Giles’. The name “Cripplegate” refers to one
of the gates through the old City wall, which had its
origins in Roman times as a fortification to protect
the Roman city from attackers; sections of the old
wall can still be seen near the church and form
part of the church’s extraordinary current setting
within the Barbican Estate. The church was situated
outside the wall at the Cripplegate, hence its name
of “St Giles’ without Cripplegate”.
As the population of the parish increased, the
church was enlarged and it was rebuilt in the

Figure 4. Post-war gathering within the roof-less ruins.

Figure 5. St Giles’ surrounded by the devastation of WW 2.

St Giles’ Church is the burial-place of John Milton,
John Foxe, Martin Frobisher and others.

Figure 6. St Giles’ surrounded by the Barbican Estate Redevelopment.
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2.2 Identifying Areas for Potential Change
The first step in the evolution of the Strategic
Development Plan is to evaluate the areas of
the existing church site where some change may
be accommodated, whilst considering how any
intervention may potentially impact upon the
significance of the church.
It is important to note that all the land immediately
surrounding St Giles’ is either leased to the City of
London on a 99 year lease under the Open Spaces
Act 1906, or freehold/long-leasehold land held by
the City under the Town and Country Planning Act
1947/62. Accordingly, there is very limited potential
for extension beyond the footprint of the church.
The Plan on the next page describes the initial
evaluation of St Giles’, and this informs the
discussions about various parts of the church in
Section 3.0.

3.0 Masterplanning:  Development Potential
With the development of the Barbican Estate, the
churchyard of St Giles’ was replaced with a paved
public space which is managed and maintained by
the City of London.
Beyond the footprint of the church and vestries
there is only a small triangle of undeveloped land
between the south side of the tower and western
end of the south aisle. This area is secured by a
brick wall with railings above, and gives access via
a stone staircase into the Boiler Room situated
beneath the south aisle. This is the only external
area which could be considered for potential

development but there are several key reasons that
this idea should be discounted at present:
• To make a connection between this area and the
church interior would require formation of a new
opening through the south wall of the tower
which would have a significant impact;
• Any building in this triangle would potentially
obscure light to the west window of the south
aisle, which has a low cill;
• The expense of negotiating and constructing
an extension in this location would not be
justified in respect to the additional area to
be gained: the triangular shape of the space is
not very efficient in functional planning terms.
Additionally, access would need to be maintained
into the Boiler Room, and the route would need
to be isolated by fire-resisting construction. This
would reduce the useable floor area of any new
accommodation in this area.

Figure 7. Aerial view of St Giles’ within the Barbican Estate.

RECOMMENDATION:
Discount the Churchyard as a potential
development site but explore ways to improve
the appearance of this ‘left-over’ space.
Reconsider potential future use of this area,
as and when a pedestrian link to the current
Museum of London site is implemented.
The only area where a new extension is
considered possible is above the existing
vestries to the south-east corner of the church.
Refer to Section 4.5.

Figure 8. Triangle of undeveloped land to the south-west of the
church.
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4.0 Space Planning: Options for Improvements
With limited potential to extend the church,
reordering of the interior is the obvious focus for
rationalising the existing spaces for more efficient
use.
Accordingly, a space audit of the interior was
carried out to identify areas for potential change
(see Figure 9. diagrammatic plan below).

Figure 9. General Arrangement Plan of St Giles’ highlighting
areas of focus in the Strategic Plan
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4.1 The Nave
The nave of St Giles’ is a wonderful space for both
liturgical purpose and cultural events. Within the
Brief for the Strategic Plan for the church, some
clear aspirations are presented:
• To remove the storage area which currently
cordons off the west end of the south aisle;
• To create a permanent but discreet servery
within the south aisle to replace the temporary
arrangements configured for refreshments after
Sunday service and other events;
• Invest in the venue to promote future revenue
generating activities.
The P.C.C. have stipulated that no additional
spaces shall be created within the nave aisles
by partitioning off space for use as an office/
meeting room etc. It is also our opinion that it is
highly unlikely that such an initiative would secure
support from the Diocesan Advisory Committee.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
To preserve the character and spatial
qualities of the main space of St Giles’ it is
proposed that any intervention is discrete
and carefully designed to integrate with
the existing joinery elements. More
permanent storage solutions should be
designed with panelled and/or veneered
casing to appear sympathetic to the
existing arrangements. Similarly, the
proposed servery may be ‘disguised’ as a
joinery element when not in use.

Figure 10. View of the Nave from the Organ Loft.

Section 5.3 presents concepts for
the design of the Servery which have
been based upon the relatively recent
installation at St Nicholas’ Church, Peper
Harrow.
The introduction of new building services
to provide mains water and drainage
connections to the proposed servery
should be evaluated and routes proven if
this idea is to be developed further.
Refer also to Section 6.0 which discusses
the feasibility of introducing new services.

Figure 11. Existing panelling to the walls of the Nave: possible
location for Servery.
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4.2 The Tower Space
Currently the space under the tower provides
access to the tower staircase, and is used
principally for storage, but it is also a teaching
space during the annual organ summer school, a
green room during events, and it is also used by
outside caterers for food and drink preparation for
events, with direct access for deliveries through
the West door. Arguably, its most important role
is on ceremonial occasions when the West Door is
opened for processions.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

For this space to become more usable, acoustic
separation from the nave is considered highly
desirable if not essential. In the past, proposals
for an acoustic-rated glazed screen to be installed
within the eastern arch to the tower have been
discounted due to the high cost and the difficulty it
would create for removing the bells from the tower.

It is not a short-term recommendation
of this Feasibility Study and nor did it
form part of the P.C.C.’s Brief.

Creating a more usable space under the tower
seems a desirable proposition. It is possible to
imagine that the tower space could be used for the
Sunday Club or meetings, but there are significant
functional difficulties with this idea as the existing
wcs and kitchen facilities are at the opposite,
eastern end of the church. The Task & Finish Group
consider that installation of the acoustic glazed
screen to separate the space from the nave would
be essential, as would the provision of a new
accessible wc at the West end of the church.
It is clear that this proposition would have a
significant impact both spatially and through the
introduction of new building services such as foul
drainage.
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The expense and potential
complexities of installing an acoustic
glazed partition between the tower
space and the nave suggests that
this idea is, at best, a proposition to
be reconsidered if the cost/benefit
evaluation is compelling at some
future point in time.

However, it is a recommendation of
this report that any short-to-medium
term interventions within the Tower
Space or Organ Loft do not preclude
the opportunity to install an acoustic
screen at some point in the future.

Figure 12 . View eastwards towards the West doors to the Tower.

With improvements to the storage
arrangements, and upgrade of the
electrics, the large characterful space
under the tower could continue to be
used for a range of purposes which
don’t require acoustic isolation.

Figure 13. View westwards towards the tower space.

4.3 The Organ Loft
St Giles’ has a very strong music tradition and
houses three organs. The storage of the music
archive is a pressing concern, and much of it is
currently housed behind the screens at the west
end of the south aisle (Fig. 15).

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is envisaged that an extension of the Organ
Loft could provide much needed additional space
for music storage. Access via the existing spiral
staircase could lead onto a new archive gallery
located on the west (tower) side of the existing
organ.

• The services engineer’s advice will
be required about re-routing existing
electrical services;

The concept plans included on the following pages
12-16 indicate an additional 26 metres of shelving,
positioned against the casing to west side of the
organ.
These proposals are not considered to adversely
impact upon the significance or character of
St Giles’. However, the detailed design of any
extension to the Organ Loft should be in sympathy
with the materials, design and character of the
existing casing of the organ to minimize any impact
on the key view looking eastward from within the
Tower Space.

To further test the feasibility of this
proposal, further specialist consultation
is required:

• Manders, who maintain the Organ,
should be consulted on more detailed
design proposals to ensure there is no
impact on the sound of the organ;
• M A Sharman & Associates who
prepared the Church Fire Safety Audit
in January 2014 [File number 0914]
should advise on any requirements
for fire-rating the casings to the
cupboards to address the increased
fire-load in this location;

Figure 14. View westwards towards the Organ Loft.

• A structural engineer should advise
upon how a new gallery can be
supported from the existing structural
arrangements of the Organ Loft,
to support the additional applied
loading, and also to design an
integrated trap door/panel to allow
for the passage of the bells from the
tower.
Figure 15. View southwards towards the storage area in the
south aisle.
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4.4 Chambers under the Nave Aisles
Below the north and south aisles are large
chambers: the north chamber (16 m²) houses a
redundant biomass boiler and the south chamber
(31.7m²) is used for storage of miscellaneous items.
At the time of the boiler installation a purposemade access hatch with inlaid Purbeck limestone
floor tiles and gas strut was installed over the
chamber to the north aisle. A less-robust timber
trap door without gas strut to assist operation
remains over the south chamber, which is very
heavy for one person to lift.
The possbility of removing the boiler and installing
lifting platforms down into each chamber would
potentially revolutionise the way these large
areas are used for storage. The following page
illustrates the kind of lifting platform which may be
appropriate for installation at St Giles’, as it does
not require a deep pit, does not manifest about
floor level, the access panels within the floor can be
automated to open only when the lifting platform is
rising, thereby addressing some potential issues of
safety in use.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The cost of removing the existing boiler
and installing a lifting platform may be
quite an expensive solution to address
storage needs, however it would
potentially provide a great benefit in
de-cluttering the Nave. It is, at best,
considered a long-term option.
An audit of items currently stored within
the pit beneath the south aisle may help
rationalise storage requirements and
free-up area for other items currently
stored at Nave floor level.

Figure 16. Access hatch into the chamber under the North Aisle.

Lyfthaus has confirmed a budget price to supply,
deliver and install a compact mast lift would be
approx. £28,500.00 Net per unit, excl. VAT. This
does not include automation of the access hatch.
An alternative means of escape would also need to
be installed within each chamber to supplement
the lift, thus reducing the clear area availabe for
storage, and increasing the cost of this.

Figure 17. Access hatch into the chamber under the South Aisle.
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Figure 18. Lyfthaus Compact lightwell basement lift illustrates
the possibility of a lift up from the chambers under the aisles.
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4.5 The Vestry
The current vestry is a multi-use space. It
contains the office, an open gathering space with
kitchenette and storage cupboards, access to the
WCs and the strong room. It is used for robing for
services, for small gatherings, for the Sunday Club,
and also for counting the collection after a service,
and as a lunchroom for the Caretaker. A secondary
means of escape in the event of a fire / emergency
escape passes through the space.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

As the only adjacent, but separate / contained
space to the church, this area must be the principal
focus for any rationalisation of the existing spaces /
functions. It is also the only area where additional
area could be constructed via an extension above
the vestry. This will be discussed in Section 4.6.

Due to the recent refurbishment of the
vestry and WCs, this is considered a
medium-term proposal.

Several options have been prepared to explore how
the relocation and upgrade of the WCs within the
strong room space might unlock more usable space
for other functions, such as a designated meeting
room or vestry. It also offered the opportunity for
direct access to the WCs from the south aisle.

The existing WCs are to be upgraded to
meet current Building Regulations Part
M and best practice guidance in line with
the Equality Act 2010.
Refer to the Proposed Plans on the
following pages 22, 23.

Figure 19. Existing shared arrangements of the vestry and
kitchenette.

It was agreed that direct access to the WCs from
the vestry rather than the south aisle was a priority,
and that risk of relocating items from the strong
room may present an insurmountable security
issues. The cost of rerouting services and below
ground drainage may also be a reason to keep
the WCs in their present location despite the
advantages which relocation may give.
Ultimately, it was concluded that the scheme
proposed in 2015 (shown on page 23) was the
preferred approach for the medium term.
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Figure 20. Existing arrangements of the shared space for the
office and organ practice room.

4.5.1. Option to Convert Strong room to WCs (considered and rejected).
21

4.5.2. Option to increase provision of WCs (considered and rejected).
22

NOTES:
These drawings are not measured survey drawings and may not represent what is
physically present. Should any discrepancy between the drawings and the existing
arrangements be discovered, notify A&RME Ltd as soon as possible.
Do not scale from this drawing. All dimensions are to be verified on site before
commencing with the work.
This drawing should be read in conjunction with all other relevant drawings and
specification.
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4.6 Potential Extension
The proposed arrangements for upgrading the
WCs shown in Option 6B on the preceding page do
not allow for any substantial improvement to the
existing spaces within the vestry, and they actually
reduce the area which is currently used for informal
meetings.
Accordingly, we were asked to review the possibility
of creating additional usable space above the
existing vestry and office spaces, in a modest single
storey extension.
Please note that the 3D concept for a new storey
of accommodation above the existing footprint of
the vestry is not intended to be interpreted as a
design, but rather a massing study to determine
the maximum developable area which may be
possible to achieve. There is approximately 42 sq m
of usable space at the first floor, excluding WCs and
area required for a new stair and lift. Please refer to
the concept plans on the following page.
Whilst the potential extension is not considered
to have a negative impact on the significance or
character of St Giles’, such a proposal may not be
supported by neighbouring residents within the
Barbican Estate. As such, the planning risk of such a
development must be considered high.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Should the P.C.C. wish to pursue this option
there are a few important next steps to
test the feasibility of this concept:
• A robust Statement of Need should be
prepared to identify the purpose of the
additional space to be created.
• A structural engineer accredited in
historic building conservation should
be consulted about the capacity of the
existing foundations / external walls to
take additional loading.
• A design concept should be evolved
to review the form, articulation,
scale, materials palette, fenestration
arrangement of the extension and the
abutment details with the adjacent
listed building fabric.
• A views analysis based upon the
principles of Historic England’s
publication ‘Seeing the History in the
View’ should be prepared to evaluate
the impact of the extension.
• Budget costs should be sought from a
Quantity Surveyor experienced with
extensions and alterations to historic
buildings.

24

Figure 21. View of the East Elevation of St Giles’.

Figure 22. East Elevation to the existing vestry/office area.
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Summary of Proposals
The massing study in figures 23 and 24 illustrate a
possible first floor extension to the existing Vestry
of St Giles’ based upon new accommodation with
an internal floor to ceiling height of 2.7m, which
minimises its height and mass. In this diagram,
the entire footprint of the existing building has
been covered, but is set-back behind the existing
parapet, to reference the existing change in
materiality evident on the Church Tower, between
stone and brick.
In response to the surrounding residential buildings
of the Barbican Estate, areas of glazing have been
restricted to skylights above the proposed staircase
and a bay window to the south, to minimise
potential for overlooking / privacy concerns.

Figure 23. Massing study of a new floor of accommodation above the vestry.

There are, of course, many ways to introduce light
into a building without generating concerns about
overlooking, but these have not been explored at
this stage of the Strategic Planning process.

Figure 24. The areas of glazing have been restricted to minimise concerns
about overlooking by residents of the Postern.
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5.0 Furniture
5.1 The Pews
The pews from St Luke’s Church were brought to St
Giles’ Cripplegate after the post-war reconstruction.
They are of oak and are thought to date to the
1920s, but are not of high quality and appear to
have been modified. Their condition is variable,
with some pews requiring strengthening to
eliminate noisy creaks and instability.
The pews can be moved, but the exercise is not
without difficulty caused by the weight of the pews,
available labour resources, the risk of damage
to the Purbeck limestone floor and the variable
condition of the pews themselves.
This study considers the proposition and viability of
rehabilitating the existing pews.
In December 2017, a joint inspection was carried
out by Hugh Harrison, Jake Kirner and Kelley Christ
with the purpose of preparing an estimate of cost
for the rehabilitation of the existing pews and
improvements to make them easier to move.
Hugh Harrison confirmed that to prepare a realistic
schedule of costs for repair and rehabilitation, it
would be necessary to carry out a trial repair to
establish method, labour time and materials costs.
Following repair and strengthening, Hugh
suggested it may be possible to fit rollers /casters
to the internal face of the side panels to the pews,
and create recessed ‘sockets’ within the areas of
existing timber boarded floor, so the pews could
be dropped/locked into position when configured
in the nave. The idea of a ‘lifting jig’ was also
considered, but ruled out as there is nowhere to
store an additional piece of equipment such as this.
28

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The following suggestions are presented for
consideration by the Task and Finish Group:
• Determine whether rehabilitation of
the pews or their replacement with
new, lightweight stackable pews with
a proportion of matching chairs is the
preferred option.
• Subject to the above, commission Hugh
Harrison’s joiner to undertake the trial
repair and upgrade of one or two of the
pews in worst condition;

Figure 25. Panelled ends to the pews which were originally
from St Luke’s.

• Following this, if successful, request cost
estimates for the rehabilitation of all
pews. Budget Estimate= £1,500/ pew for
24 pews.
• Compare with the cost of commissioning
new furniture for the nave.
• Consider whether this solution solves the
question about storage of the pews when
not in use.

Figure 26. Plain ends to the pews facing the South Aisle.

Figure 27. Current arrangement of pews at St Giles’.
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5.2 Clergy stalls
Prepared by Rector, Reverend Katharine Rumens.
There are four ministers’ stalls in the chancel of
contemporary design. They are not to scale with
the altar which is the main focus of the sanctuary,
and do not give good back support. They are heavy
to move and difficult to store when the area needs
to be cleared for Holy Week, special services and
events.
Three were given by livery companies and one is
in memory of John Deacon (family connection no
longer known).
Replacing the existing stalls would also give
flexibility to leading service ie the ministers could
sit behind the altar.
Discussions about new furniture have been
progressed by members of the Task & Finish Group
directly. Discussions with Treske and Luke Hughes
have yielded proposals which are currently outside
the scope of this report.
If a decision is taken to replace the existing pews,
it would be desirable to commission the design of
new liturgical furnishing for the Sanctuary, even
if these are made at a later date, to ensure visual
cohesion of these elements.
Figure 28. Examples of ministers’ stalls at St Peter’s Ad
Vinculum and the Jesuit chair by Luke Hughes.
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5.3 The Servery in the South Aisle
Following preliminary discussion in Section 4.1,
some outline proposals for a new servery within
the nave have been prepared. The design has
been kept simple and the joinery pattern for the
enclosure of the servery references the existing
panelling to the aisle walls. Several assumptions
have been made which should be tested further if
this design concept is to be pursued:
• A boiling water dispensing tap will be installed to
remove the need for large urns to be used;
• A one-and-a-half bowl small sink and drainer will
be required;
• The two tea trolleys will be stored under the
servery worktop when not in use. It is envisaged
that the cups and saucers will be stored on these
trolleys, ready for use in the preparation of tea
and coffees after services/events. Once used,
crockery can be taken on the trolleys to the
kitchen where it will be loaded into the existing
dishwasher and cleaned;
• The joinery cupboards will be lockable, and this
will include a shutter to prevent unauthorised
use of the tap/sink.
The concept has been based upon a recent
installation at St Nicholas’ Church, Peper Harrow
illustrated adjacent. However, to relate to the
existing panelling, a higher-than-typical worktop
has been shown. Typically a kitchen worktop would
be positioned between 850-925mm above finished
floor level. There are no fixed and fast rules about
serveries, and in certain circumstances a higher or a
lower worktop surface may be desirable.

The design concepts illustrated on page 32 locate
the proposed servery in the position where the
current temporary arrangements for tea + coffee
after Sunday Service work well.
If the temporary storage was removed from the
west end of the south aisle, this may offer an
alternative location for the servery.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
• Temporarily clear the west end of the
south aisle as far as practical to test how
a new servery may work in this location.
• Seek services engineer’s advice on
the introduction of new services to
the servery to check feasibility of each
location.
• Progress design of any additional
storage required for the nave aisles to
complement the design of the proposed
new servery, as suggested by the two
concepts for discreet storage shown in
Section 5.4 on page 33.

Figure 29. Example of a discreet servery designed for St
Nicholas, Peper Harrow.
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5.4 Nave Aisle Storage Concepts

5.4.1 AISLE STORAGE OPTION A: 700mm deep cupboards.
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5.4.2 AISLE STORAGE OPTION B: 400mm deep cupboards.
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6.0 The Church Interior:  
Redecoration and Cleaning
The P.C.C’splans to improve the appearance
of the interior of the church include proposals
for a new lighting scheme. The aspiration is to
improve light levels in currently low-lit areas of
the church, provide better lighting for events
and performances, and to use lighting to better
showcase the architectural qualities of the interior.
New lighting will have a dramatic effect upon the
character of the church – particularly the aisles –
whichcan seem dull, and in need of brightening
and redecoration.

• In areas of previous water ingress the integrity
of the render must be checked, and waterstaining may need to be toned into the
surrounding render to remove the disfiguring
appearance.
A phased approach to interior cleaning /
redecoration may be required due to the expense
of scaffold and labour involved. The aisle walls may
be a more urgent priority than the nave walls. The
stone should not be cleared.

It is recommended that any proposal for
redecoration is deferred until after the new
lighting has been installed or, when scaffold access
is available. At this time, the following steps are
suggested for consideration:
• Determine composition of existing interior
render including check for any asbestos content;
• Subject to the results of the sampling exercise,
carry out trial clean to localised areas to
determine effectiveness of removing surface
deposits. A range of cleaning options from
carefully controlled wet cleaning with sponges
to detergents may be discussed with the City
and Guilds of London Art School Conservation
Course to determine scope of trials;
• If cleaning trials are unsuccessful, redecoration
may be contemplated. A breathable lime wash/
mineral paint system may be considered,
subject to review of samples;

Figure 30. Examples of condition of interior plastered surfaces.
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7.0 Report on M&E Services by EngDesign Ltd
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8.0 Budget Costs by Real Consulting
Holding page subject to issue the final draft from
Real Consulting.
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9.0 Conclusions and The Next Steps
This Feasibility Study has explored a number of
different initiatives to address issues identified by
the P.C.C, to benefit the community of St Giles’ and
to improve the overall presentation and character
of the church interior. The objective has been to
define a Strategic Plan for the church building.
Following discussion at a meeting of the P.C.C
on the evening of July 17,2018 several the
recommendations within this report were agreed.
Accordingly, and in summary, the Strategic Plan for
St Giles’ will focus on the following:
1. Improving the provision of sensitively designed
permanent storage arrangements is a priority. In
this respect:
1.1 Items currently stored in the south end of
the nave aisle must be relocated.
1.2 An extension to the Organ Loft would provide
much needed storage space for the music
library. The design must not preclude the future
installation of a glazed, acoustic screen between
tower and nave.
1.3 Nave storage solutions are to be considered,
particularly new joinery to the perimeter.
1.4 The Chambers below the nave aisles are not
considered part of a short-term storage solution.
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2. A new servery within the nave is a priority, and
a bespoke design is required. The preferred
location is to be determined by trialling
temporary arrangements.
3. The deteriorating condition of the existing pews
requires short-term action. The replacement
of the pews may be controversial, and further
consultation with the church community is
necessary to determine whether rehabilitation or
replacement with new, lightweight and stackable
seating (a combination of pews and chairs is
recommended to maximise flexibility) will be
pursued. The Task & Finish Group will actively
engage with this issue. If the pews are to be
replaced the clergy stalls will also be replaced to
match the selected nave furniture.
4. Improvements to the lighting scheme and
the electrical installation are a priority. Note:
following competitive tender EngDesign Ltd and
Light Perceptions will be engaged as specialist
consultants.
It was also agreed that no development is proposed
outside the envelope of the existing buildings in the
short-to-medium term. Additionally, improvements
to the vestry and upgrade of the WCs to meet
current Building Regulations and the Equality
Act will not be considered until the next cycle of
refurbishment and redecoration work is necessary.

As the next step, A&RMÉ will coordinate
the preparation of budget costs for the key
recommendations contained within this Feasibility
Study Document, which will be prepared by REAL
Consulting Ltd.
The timescale for implementing the Strategic Plan
will be determined by the Order of Costs and the
success of fundraising initiatives to deliver the
various projects outlined above. In this respect,
the preparation of a Fundraising Strategy linked to
the phased implementation of projects is a vital
next step.

Kelley Christ Director, A&RMÉ Limited.
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